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Appendix 3:                    Evidence of Need 

Evidence of Need

All the available data shows that there will be an ongoing need to provide specialist 
provision for early years, primary and secondary phase children and young people 
with a range of special educational needs and disabilities throughout the Bradford 
District.

In monitoring these trends, data and information it has confirmed that further 
specialist provision is required to meet the needs of its current and future population. 
All Local Authorities have a statutory duty to keep under review the provision they 
make for pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).  This must 
be based on the regular review of current and future trends (pupil profiles).  

The Bradford Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) is updated on an annual 
basis.  This identifies considerable higher prevalence of some child disability and/or 
complex needs in Bradford compared to the national average, particularly in the 
south Asian population.

The Bradford District has experienced a significant increase in demand for SEND 
provision in the last 10 years.  It is projected that the demand for SEND provision will 
continue to grow and additional specialist places for primary and secondary aged 
children and young people in the Bradford District will be required.

The Bradford District Education Organisation Plan takes into account different 
factors when predicting school demand including fertility and birth rates, housing 
growth and inward/outward migration.  Analysis of the Index of Deprivation and 
population estimates from the Office for National Statistics are also taken into 
account.  

In January 2005 the population in the Districts Schools and Nurseries was 79,589. In 
January 2015 the population was 90,292 an increase of 13.4%. The current 
population in July 2019 was 103,772

The distribution of special educational needs and disabilities is widespread across 
the District.  

There have been a number of influencing factors in relation to the demand for 
special school places in the Bradford District:

 Improvements in medical interventions which has significantly increased life 
expectancy for those children with life limiting conditions

 The overall increase in the pupil population since 2005, particularly within the 
south Asian community and economically deprived areas.

 An increase in the number of referrals received for statutory assessment

 Requests for statutory assessment have increased from 265 in 2015/16 to 
949 in 2018/19. Approximately 20% of these requests resulted in a change of 
provision. 

 An increase in the number of in-year admissions to special schools and the 
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number of children and young people required a change in provision to 
special school.  For place projection purposes it is anticipated that this 
number will continue at similar levels for the next three years.

 The capacity of our schools to meet the needs of children and young people 
with special educational needs and disabilities.

Another influence could be parental preference for specialist provision but these 
changes could also be linked to the capacity of our schools to meet a range of 
learning needs balancing the needs of all children and the pressure to improve 
standards alongside the level of resources that are delegated directly to schools.

The identification of autism spectrum conditions continues to increase.  More clinics 
have been established to enable the diagnosis of ASD earlier.  Support documents 
from the Joint Assessment Clinic show there is likely to be an increase in demand for 
autism provision.  Health professionals inform the Local Authority of young children 
with additional needs.  An analysis of these notifications shows that children and 
young people identified with speech language and communication needs are the 
largest cohort of notifications received.  A significant number of these are likely to 
receive a diagnosis of autism.

When looking at the primary need of children with a current EHCP the top 5 needs 
are:

1. Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
2. Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (SEMH)
3. Severe Learning Difficulty (SLD)
4. Speech Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
5. Physical Difficulties (PD)

Autistic Spectrum Disorder remains the most common primary type of need in 
Bradford. The Increase for children with ASD who have an EHCP from 2018 to 2019 
has increased by 8.8%. Children with SEN support identified with ASD there was a 
27.8% increase. 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Needs (SEMH) is the next largest primary 
need. In primary school the numbers with an EHCP are lower than that in Secondary 
school.  From 2014- 2019 the number of children in secondary school having SEN 
support for SEMH has increased by 56%

The projected population increases are applied to the current known special 
educational needs and disabilities population. The early identification of young 
children and the outcome of statutory assessments have identified an increase in 
numbers for some areas of need.

This provides an indication of the future demand for place; it also shows that 
additional specialist places will be required to support children and young people 
with special educational needs and disabilities as we move forward.


